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set Fire to the Rockets, which, in an Instant, flew with a quick Motion
along the Ropes, and set Fire to the Combustibles, and in a Moment they
were all in a Flame, so that in an Hour or two all was consumed.

This high Priest was held in so great Veneration, that he was reckoned
a Saint among the People. He was in great Esteem with the King, and
when any Nobleman fell into Disgrace, he used his Interest with the
King to have him restored again to Favour, unless they were guilty of
atrocious Crimes, and, in that Case, he used his Endeavours to have the
Rigour of the Punishment extenuated.

All the Pegu Clergy are Mediators in making up Cases of Debate and
Contention that happen among Neighbours. They never leave mediating
till there be a Reconciliation, and, in Token of Friendship, according
to an ancient Custom there, they eat Gkampock from one another's Hand,
and that seals the Friendship. This Champock is Tea of a very unsavoury
Taste, it grows, as other Tea does, on Bushes, and is in Use on such
Occasions all over Pegu.

And now, since I must leave Pegu, I must not omit giving the Clergy
their due Praises in another particular Practice of their Charity. If a
Stranger has the Misfortune to be ship-wrack3d on their Coast, by the
Laws of the Country, the Men are the King's Slaves, but, by the Mediation
of the Church, the Governors overlook that Law; and when the unfortunate
Strangers come to their Saws, they find a great Deal of Hospitality, both
in Food and Raiment, and have Letters of Recommendation from the
Priests of one Convent to those of another on the Road they design to
travel, where they may expect Vessels to transport them to Syrian', and
if any be sick or rnaim'd, the Priests, who are the Peguers chief Physicians,
keep them in their Convent, till they are cured, and then furnish them with
Letters, as is above observed, for they never enquire which Way a Stranger
worships God, but if he is human, he is the Object of their Charity.

There are some Christians in Syrian of the Portuguese Offspring, and some
Armenians. The Portuguese have a Church, but the scandalous Lives of the
Priests and People make them contemptible to all People in general.

I have only to add to my Observations of Pegu, that, in former Times,
Martavan was one of the most flourishing Towns for Trade in the East,
having the Benefit of a noble River, which afforded a good Harbour for
Ships of the greatest Burden; but, after the Barmaes conquered it, they
sunk a Number of Vessels full of Stones, in the Mouth of the River, so that
now it is unnavigable, except for small Vessels. They make earthen
Ware there still, and glaze them with Lead-oar. I have seen some Jars
made there, that could contain two Hogsheads of Liquor. They have also